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Campaign list for the European Network on Finance and Development (ENOFAD)
Dear Network members, UK & international colleagues and friends
 
I am  delighted to inform you that: 

1. France has just announced  that  they are launching a Working Group of countries to study how to implement currency transaction levies for development/health. This took place on Thursday of last week (28 May) at the Leading Group (LG)conference in Paris. It is the  first time such a high level public endorsement of the proposal has taken place 
by a nation state. The announcement was made by Bernard Kouchner, the French Minister for  Foreign Affairs and enthusiastically endorsed by Philppe Douste-Blazy, the  Special Envoy on Innovative Sources of Finance to UN Secretary-General, Ban  Ki-moon.
2. The announcement was greeted by extensive coverage from the French  print media including Le Monde, Liberation, La Tribune, La Croix  and Le Figaro; as well as news wires such as Reuters and AFP.

3. This announcement, combined with the work of NGOs at the LG conference, persuaded the High-level Taskforce on Health Systems - a Gordon Brown-led  initiative, meeting at the same time, and also investigating new financing  streams for health - to put the Currency Tansaction Levy (CTL) back into  its recommendations (after it had been removed a few days before). This keeps  the proposal on the table for consideration in the run-up to the G8 Summit in  Italy in July.

4. Strong interest to join France in participating in the CTL Working Group  has already been received by Spain, Brazil, Chile and Norway. 

5. We will be putting up more information on our website shortly with links to  key documents - there is an unprecedented opportunity in  the next few weeks and months for organisations in the UK and internationally to work together to  turn this momentum for the CTL into an unstoppable force. 

Best wishes 
David

